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F E A T U R E S
BLONDIE   24
From Playboy to Parallel Lines, serial killers 
to second comings… Atomic bombshell 
Debbie Harry and her bandmate Chris Stein 
talk Classic Pop through Blondie’s career   
BANANARAMA  34
Who would’ve guessed that when Sara 
Dallin, Keren Woodward and Siobhan Fahey 
sung backing vocals for Fun Boy Three, they’d 
go on to become the girlband with the most 
chart entries? We find out how they did it
KEITH HARING  42
Before his untimely death in 1990, the  
New Yorker carved a name for himself  
as a graffiti and pop artist with distinction. 
We pay tribute to his life and legacy        

MANCHESTER 48
Pills, thrills and arm-breaks… Manchester  
is often lauded as Britain’s music capital,  
but getting to that status wasn’t always  
an easy ride, as our story of The Smiths, 
Happy Mondays, New Order et al attests   
STIFF RECORDS                    56
Madness remember him giving them a “fucking 
hard time” and Tracey Ullman threatened to 
never work for him again. But Dave Robinson 
still succeeded in creating one of the most 
successful indie labels in British music history 
CLASSIC ALBUM: FANTASTIC 62
Wham!’s 1983 debut was a vivacious 
cocktail of funky basslines, teen rebellion 
and carefully placed shuttlecocks. The major 
players tell Classic Pop how it came about       

THE LOWDOWN: THE KLF 68
Machine-guns, money-burning and more 
name changes than you could shake a stick 
at. We delve into the mad, bad and often 
dangerous history of Messrs Bill Drummond 
and Jimmy Cauty
I REMEMBER: TOP 10 78
We take a time machine back to 3 May 1980, 
a week when Dexys Midnight Runners were 
fighting it out for the top spot with Paul 
McCartney, David Essex and Sky, and UB40 
were fledgling debutants  
PROTEST SONGS 82
No Prime Minister has divided the nation 
quite like Margaret Thatcher. We remember 
the Red Wedge movement and the songs 
inspired by the late Iron Lady’s policies   
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CELEBRITY SQUARES                  86
Ever wanted to know what Mike Rutherford’s 
signature dish is, who Mark King would like 
to play him in a film of his life or what Dr 
Robert would save in a fire? Step this way…     

N E W S
POP-UP   08
Your source for all things new in Pop World. 
This issue, Giorgio Moroder on that Daft Punk 
collaboration, Gary Numan on his “heavy as 
fuck” new album and why The Housemartins 
will never, ever, ever get back together     
BURIED TREASURES 12
Are you sitting on a rare goldmine?
RADAR  16
Check out the latest CD releases

NICK RHODES                           17 
The Duran wizard on the “new” TV Mania 
album and why the Nineties were “ghastly”  
PETER HOOK                             19 
The legendary bass bloke on why New  
Order were like “an indie Mötley Crüe”  

R E G U L A R S
TRANSMISSION  21
Your letters, emails and social-media  
SHOCK OF THE NEW               40
New relases from modern artists  
inspired by the classics 
CLASSIC POP POSTERS       72
A selection of classic artist photographs 
COMPETITIONS                     80
You’ve got to be in it to win it! 

R E V I E W S
Got some money burning a hole in your 
pocket? Let us tell you the best CDs, DVDs 
and books to spend it on, and which ones 
you’re best off avoiding
CLASSIC ARTISTS 90
Re-issues and new albums to consider
COMPILATIONS 102
By various artists
NEW ARTISTS 104
Future classics, perhaps?
LIvE  106
Alison Moyet, Adam Ant, David Bowie and 
The House Of Love are among the artists who 
inspired us to buy tickets recently
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